Homozygous exon 4 deletion in parkin gene in a Korean family with autosomal recessive early onset parkinsonism.
The gene responsible for autosomal recessive parkinsonism, parkin, has recently been identified on chromosome 6q. It has been shown to be mutated in Japanese and European families, most of whom had early-onset parkinsonism. Here, we present a family with young-onset parkinsonism of an autosomal recessive inheritance. A homozygous exon 4 deletion in the parkin gene was found in 3 family members. To the best of the authors' knowledge, this is the first report in Korea of familial parkinsonism with the parkin gene mutation.